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ePrivacy at a crossroads: Time for a 
fresh start 


Following the Council’s decision last 22 November to continue its discussions of the 
proposed ePrivacy Regulation, DIGITALEUROPE today releases an independent study 
from Hogan Lovells that takes stock of the current status of negotiations and puts 
forward an alternative vision for a new text that more adequately complements the 
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). 


66 ‘We cannot afford to endanger our digital transformation due to uncertain and inflexible 
rules. We applaud the Finnish Presidency for its earnest attempt to unlock the ePrivacy 
file. But after three years without agreement in Council, it is now time to recognise that a 
fresh start is needed. With bold new priorities ahead, ranging from industrial policy to Al, 
we are urging the new European Commission to fundamentally reassess the nature and 
format of the ePrivacy proposal,’ said Cecilia Bonefeld-Dahl, Director General of 
DIGITALEUROPE. 


The study describes some of the key stumbling blocks of the current text. It finds that focusing 
almost exclusively on the legal bases for processing as the way to protect confidentiality has 
been a central flaw of the proposal, generating fatal incompatibilities with the GDPR. The study 
argues that a revised text should instead move towards a risk-based approach that looks at 
proportionality and accountability. 


DIGITALEUROPE has been supporting the Council in its efforts to achieve a more balanced 
outcome, protecting trust and opportunities in the digital economy. Together with interests as 
varied as automotive, medical technology, construction equipment, home appliances and 
energy, we have repeatedly called for more alignment with the GDPR in order to protect Europe’s 
industrial future and competitiveness in the global digital economy. 
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About DIGITALEUROPE 

DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include 
some of the world’s largest IT, telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national 
associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE wants European businesses and 
citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and sustain the 
world’s best digital technology companies. DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in 
the development and implementation of EU policies. 


DIGITALEUROPE Membership 


Corporate Members 


Airbus, Amazon, AMD, Apple, Arçelik, Bosch, Bose, Bristol-Myers Squibb, Brother, Canon, Cisco, DATEV, 
Dell, Dropbox, Epson, Ericsson, Facebook, Fujitsu, Google, Hewlett Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., 


HSBC, Huawei, Intel, Johnson & Johnson, JVC Kenwood Group, Konica Minolta, Kyocera, Lenovo, 
Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, MasterCard, METRO, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola 
Solutions, MSD Europe Inc., NEC, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Palo Alto Networks, Panasonic 
Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC, Rockwell Automation, Samsung, SAP, SAS, 
Schneider Electric, Sharp Electronics, Siemens, Siemens Healthineers, Sony, Swatch Group, Tata 
Consultancy Services, Technicolor, Texas Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, Visa, VMware, Xerox. 


National Trade Associations 


Austria: IOÖ 

Belarus: INFOPARK 
Belgium: AGORIA 
Bulgaria: BAIT 

Croatia: Croatian 
Chamber of Economy 
Cyprus: CITEA 
Denmark: DI Digital, IT 
BRANCHEN 

Estonia: ITL 

Finland: TIF 

France: AFNUM, Syntec 
Numérique, Tech in France 


Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI 
Greece: SEPE 

Hungary: IVSZ 

Ireland: Technology Ireland 
Italy: Anitec-Assinform 
Lithuania: INFOBALT 
Luxembourg: APSI 
Netherlands: Nederland ICT, 
FIAR 

Norway: Abelia 

Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE 
Portugal: AGEFE 

Romania: ANIS, APDETIC 


Slovakia: ITAS 
Slovenia: GZS 

Spain: AMETIC 

Sweden: Foreningen 
Teknikféretagen i Sverige, 
IT&Telekomféretagen 
Switzerland: SWICO 
Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform, 
ECID 

Ukraine: IT UKRAINE 
United Kingdom: techUK 


